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Wall Street Walking Tour
Welcome to our neighborhood! The InterExchange office is located in the historic 
Financial District of New York City—also known as FiDi. In the early days, when NYC 
was a small settlement called New Amsterdam, its borders overlapped with the current 
borders of the Financial District . A lot of major financial institutions have their offices 
and headquarters in the Financial District, including the New York Stock Exchange and 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. In the past, FiDi was primarily a destination for 
daytime traders and office workers from around New York City and the surrounding 
areas. These days, a lot of New Yorkers call this neighborhood their home and live here in 
modern luxurious apartment buildings. We hope you will enjoy your time exploring FiDi! 

 

1  Wall Street

In the 17th century there was a wall that formed the northern boundary of the New 
Amsterdam settlement, which was erected by the Dutch for defensive purposes. This is 
how the street got its name.  

2  East River

The East River is a about 16 miles (26 km) long  and it separates Manhattan from Brooklyn 
and Queens. 

3  Site of the Buttonwood Agreement  |  68 Wall street

On May 17, 1792, 24 NYC merchants and stockbrokers signed an agreement under a 
Buttonwood tree, which marks the beginning of the New York Stock Exchange. According 
to the agreement, the stockbrokers were to only deal with each other (no auctioneers), 
and the commission rate was set at 0.25%.    

4  The Crest  |  63 Wall street

This building was erected in 1928, originally constructed as the headquarters of Brown 
Brothers Harriman & Co., the oldest and largest partnership bank in the country. Today it’s 
a luxury apartment building.

5  Deutsche Bank  |  60 Wall street

The construction of this tower was completed in 1987. Deutsche Bank purchased it from 
J.P. Morgan Bank in 2001 for $610 million. 

6  55 Wall Street LLC  |  55 Wall street

This building is a New York landmark that served as home to the New York Merchants 
Exchange, New York Stock Exchange, United States Customs House and National City 
Bank headquarters. Before the September 11th attacks, the building was the Regent Wall 
Street Hotel. After the attacks, it served as a relief center for workers and area residents. 
The building was recently renovated by Cipriani. 

7  Museum of American Finance  |  48 Wall street

The Museum is located on the site of New York’s first bank, the Bank of New York, which 
was founded by Alexander Hamilton, among others. The current building opened in 1929 
and was home to the Bank of New York until the mid-1990s. The Museum opened in 2008 
and occupies three floors of the building, including the majestic banking hall.

8  The Trump Building  |  40 Wall street 

This 70-story skyscraper was originally known as the Bank of Manhattan Building. Once 
its construction was finished in May 1930, it was the tallest skyscraper in the world for one 
whole month. 

9  Morgan Guaranty Trust  |  23 Wall street  

“The Corner” building was built in 1913 and was the headquarters of J.P. Morgan & Co. The 
building was the site of the Wall Street bombing that took place on September 16, 1920. 
(You can still see damage on the outside of the building). The building was featured in 
the 2012 film The Dark Knight Rises, where it represents the exterior of the Gotham City 
Stock Exchange. 

10  Federal Hall National Memorial  |  26 Wall street 

George Washington took the oath of office as America’s first President at this site on Wall Street. It was home to the first 
Congress, Supreme Court, and Executive Branch offices. You can enter for free and view the exhibit galleries containing 
historical information about George Washington, The Constitution and the federal government. You can also see the Bible that 
George Washington used to swear his oath of office when he became the first President.

11  New York Stock Exchange  |  11 Wall Street 

Originally it was called New York Stock and Exchange Board and was formed on March 8, 1817. The name was shortened to 
The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in 1863. The NYSE is home to more than 2,800 companies whose combined value 
exceeds $15 trillion.

12  Bank of New York Building (formerly Irving Trust Company)  |  1 Wall Street 

This 50-story building was constructed in 1929-31 as the corporate headquarters of the Irving Trust Company. Its location at 
the intersection of Wall Street and Broadway was considered the “most expensive real estate in New York”.

13  Trinity Church  |  75 Broadway 

Trinity Wall Street has been a part of New York City since 1697. It was established during the British occupation of New York. 
It was the first Anglican Church in Manhattan and followed the services of the Church of England and included the King or 
Queen in its prayers. After the Revolutionary War, Trinity helped form the Episcopal Church of America. Several important 
figures from the Revolutionary War are buried in the churchyard. 

14  Charging Bull  |  Broadway & Morris Street 

The artist who created this iconic tourist attraction is Arturo Di Modica. The sculpture celebrates the can-do spirit of America 
and especially New York, where people from all other the world could come regardless of their origin or circumstances, and 
through determination and hard work overcome every obstacle to become successful. The bull is the symbol of strength and 
courage that the artist saw as the perfect antidote to the Wall Street crash of 1986.

15  South Street Seaport and Museum 

Until the middle of the 19th century, New York City had one of the largest maritime trade systems in America and the Port of 
New York was located in this area. When you visit the museum, you will discover New York City as a place where goods, labor 
and cultures were exchanged through work, commerce, and the interaction of diverse communities. This area features some 
of the oldest architecture in Manhattan. Check out the Schermerhorn Row and the “Street of Ships” at Pier 16.
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